Presentation 1: Forestry in Canada: Past Challenges and Solutions

The opening conference presentation, ‘Forestry in Canada: Past Challenges and Solutions’, is scheduled for 45 minutes beginning at 9:00 a.m. Stephen Price from WWF Canada will go into detail on the various issues that surround Wildlife with regard to forest challenges and developmental issues that we face as Canadians and from a global perspective.  He will speak on his experience with the World Wildlife Fund’s conservation programs and how forestry has been challenged to incorporate new partnerships, actions and thinking.  Stephen will also discuss forest certification, government policy and protected areas. 

 

Session 1: Challenges for Landowners

Mack Williams, long time and experienced landowner, will discuss the pertinent challenges and development concerns that he faces with his woodlot, based on forest management trends in Ontario and forest management as a landowner.  Mack will go into detail about forest management on his property and how this increases the health of his forest and other ecological facets.  Mack will also give landowners forest management tips.  During his discussion Mack will delve into areas that consider individuals, not only as landowners, but as citizens of this province and how their future may be affected by a lack of attention to forestry.  (Will have more information by the end of the week).

 

Session 2: Challenges for Consultants

A professional consultant panel will outline the various challenges and concerns for forest management.  This panel will discuss their experiences, the challenges for the profession and how consultants assess landowner needs based on personal approaches and other processes. (Will have more information by the end of the week.)

 

Session 3: Challenges for Ontario’s Southern Forests

Jim Faught will discuss the various challenges for Ontario’s southern forests.  He will inform the audience on the various issues that challenge our forests such as climate change, tree health, environmental concerns, conservation and sustainability. (Will have more information for you by the end of the week)

 

Session 4: Challenges for the 21st Century: Stewardship at Work in Our Communities

Ontario Stewardship Councilors will discuss the future of forests and forestry in Ontario from a stewardship perspective.  Certain areas of discussion will focus on the future of forestry education, forest management from both a public and private perspectives and government direction for the future.  Given the heavy focus of the day’s sessions on forest challenges; we will end our 2005 conference with an hour long session that profiles a number of the positive stewardship actions being carried out by Ontario Stewardship--how we are Surviving the Challenges.  This session will allow for the opportunity for stewardship councils to share programs and services the audience and to welcome involvement from the community.

 

Larry Halyk will discuss Youth education and the stewardship council’s role in the Ontario Envirothon; Terry Schwan will discuss the Case Studies Initiative (landowner case studies in Ontario) and to invite involvement into this program for the benefit of all landowners; and John Osmok will discuss the Land Stewardship Network and other initiatives including education and landowner trends in the Simcoe area.
